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Winter Into Spring
From March back through November landscapes draped in black and white
As knife-like shadows in the forests pierced the dimming light
And even mighty rivers disappeared under the strain
Of crushing flows of ice after a night of freezing rain
For now the only sounds that crackle out through winter's hush
Are frozen pods of snow which to the ground from treetops rush
Exploding on the forest floor as from a fearsome hoard
Of Norsemen fighting wildly for their own wintry warlord
And so it is that through the coldest season of the year
We sequester deep within the halls that we hold dear
Waiting for the sunrise and the promise it will bring
That the stranglehold of winter will be broken by the spring
Then finally it happens; ice flows melt and streams cascade
Flowers bloom and fruit trees blossom while the pall of winter fades
Black and white are all forgotten as a rainbow now appears
And the cycle reinvigorates the passing of the years
Richard Lackman

MESSAGE FROM OUR INTERIM MODERATOR
WALTER WILLIAMSON MBE

My dear friends,
Janis and I wish you all a very happy and safe New Year.
Over the last five and a half years that we have been involved with Larbert
Old, we have become so attached to the church and its people that we
have found a new Christian home here.
What began as a six-month placement to oversee the closure of the
church has now been over five years, during which time we have seen the
church being transformed into a thriving, successful place of worship.
I mean this sincerely when I say that this transformation had very little to
do with me. If the truth be known, the potential for transformation was
always there in the form of dedicated, committed people who gave and
give their full commitment to Christ’s church.
A new chapter in my life has now begun as I wrote to the Kirk Session at
Bo’ness St. Andrews in December informing them that I will be standing
down as an active elder with immediate effect.
I went on to say that it had been a great privilege to have served the
congregation of St. Andrews as a member of the Kirk Session for the past
38 years and having served two terms as Captain of the 2nd Bo’ness
Company Boys’ Brigade since 1981 but it had been my greatest privilege
to having served my Lord at the church in which I was baptised.
However, my ministry has moved on so much in the past five + years at
Larbert Old, and also my new role as facilitator for the Larbert area
churches, that will bring new challenges for me has led me to believe I
have to concentrate on giving the Larbert area churches my complete and
unequivocal support.

At the last Presbytery meeting, I resigned as presbytery elder at Bo’ness
St. Andrews but before doing so and in discussion with George Whyte,
Principal Clerk at 121 and Andrew Sarle, Presbytery Clerk at Falkirk
Presbytery it was suggested that I be nominated as an additional
presbytery elder of Falkirk Presbytery which would allow me to continue
my role as your interim moderator. Thankfully this proposal was accepted.
I am therefore delighted to say that I can, with your permission continue
to fulfil my role as your interim moderator at Larbert Old.
We will soon be facing new challenges in the Church of Scotland as we
move into a new phase in its life when we join the new Presbytery of Forth
Valley and Clydesdale, but with God’s grace and guidance our church will
face these challenges with that same confidence and conviction as it did
for me when I joined you five years ago.
Janis and I wish you every blessing and a very Happy, Safe and Peaceful
New Year to you and yours.
Janis & Walter.

WORDS FROM THE MANSE
Hello from Bonnyside, I hope this finds you well and looking forward into
this New Year of 2022 leaving the memories of 2021 behind.
Here in Larbert Old, together, we have met and faced up to all the
difficulties faced through this Worldwide pandemic over the last two years.
We continue to deal with the current Omicron strain, yet through the hard
work and dedication of some of our number we have continued to ensure
that all of us have been able to continue worshiping, both remotely and in
person.
I want us all to be able to continue to share Christ’s Love with one another
through worship and fellowship. We are blessed with a dedicated team of
Elders and visitors, one of whom will perhaps have brought this bulletin to
you. Each of you has at least one elder who is in contact and will gladly
hear of ways in which we can help keep you connected. If you have areas
of concern or uncertainty about church and Covid19 or anything else that
troubles you then share them with your elder when you see them or give
them a call on the telephone. If you have anything that you wish to discuss
pastorally then I am also happy to chat on the phone and or arrange a visit
to come and see you, as regulations allow.
“It’s good to talk! “
Paul writing to the Galatians reminds us; Galatians 5:13
‘For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom
as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.’
This year is, I believe, going to be a decisive year in the life of The Church
of Scotland and the debates and decisions to be made at the General
Assembly in May will shape the way the Church in Scotland will be. I am
privileged to be representing us as a Commissioner at this year’s
Assembly and pray that I will be able to contribute to the week with God’s
plan for us at the fore.
I want to ask all of you to include the General Assembly in your prayers
that they seek to find Gods Will for His Church here in Scotland.

The one thing that is for sure is that we will see changes nationally and
we will also see and feel changes here at Larbert Old. One change we
are aware of is the coming together of three neighbouring presbyteries’;
Falkirk, Hamilton and Lanark, to form one new Presbytery of Forth Valley
and Clydesdale.
These changes, as I said last year, only God can make. His goal for our
lives is to develop in us the character qualities of Jesus, but we can’t
achieve it through our own effort we need to follow Christ’s will and allow
Him to guide us through His Spirit. We need to actively join with our sister
Churches as they face the same challenges so that together we can build
His church.
We are called to meet together, as His whole family learning, supporting
and worshipping together.
Paul writes in Hebrews 11:
“let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near”
Richest Blessings
Iain

NEWS FROM THE KIRK SESSION
Session met on 21 September and 16 November on a face to face basis.
All agreed it was so much better to meet face to face and hoped that that
arrangement could continue. Sadly, the new strain Omicron, has meant
that we have to return to meeting by the Zoom platform. Our next meeting
will be 11 January.
Session has lost a number of Elders and Bulletin deliverers for a variety
of reasons over the last few months. In the circumstances it was
necessary to review the Elders’ Districts and a small group was set up to
carry out that function. The intention was to ensure every household had
a visiting Elder while retaining as much of the current set up as possible
to ensure ongoing continuity. Hopefully we have managed to achieve that
– time will tell.
Falkirk Presbytery has been approached by Edinburgh Direct Aid with an
emergency appeal. The appeal was circulated to all churches in the
Presbytery. EDA is appealing to save the lives of vulnerable refugees
living in and around the town of Arsal in Lebanon. The town is 5,000 feet
above sea level and winter temperatures can drop to minus 15 degrees.
There are some 50,000 refugees living in makeshift shelters without the
means to buy fuel for heating, stoves etc. It is hoped to raise some
$33,000 to get help for the refugees living in the highest areas.
Communion is the 6th February and the Retiring Offering will go to the
Edinburgh Direct Aid charity.
Eric Appelbe
Session Clerk

MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER
The Kirk Session gives thanks for Gifted Income standing at almost 99%
of last year’s levels; we have been able to pay in full our commitments to
the Ministries and Mission Fund which provides the ministry of the Church
across Scotland and beyond, and this payment covers the cost of our own
Locum Minister; we have paid all our local costs, and we have continued
to improve and maintain our buildings insofar as the Presbytery restrictions
and difficulties in securing supplies and labour resource have allowed. We
end the year with a healthy balance which will cover the cost of the
necessary repairs to the Halls main roof and take us forward into 2022.
Over the last ten turbulent years the Lord has provided sustained and
faithful giving from our members; in 2013 and 2014 with some Presbytery
support, with a wonderful effort involving many members and supporters
to raise some £60,000 for the Restoration Fund, with some magnificent
legacies and some minor grant income, and with access to a £50,000
relatively low interest loan which has now been 80% repaid.
This provision has enabled us to commission the major restoration works
and improvements we have been able to carry out to our church and halls,
which have given us the best church footprint and facility in Larbert from
which to maintain and develop our ministry to our congregation, to our
members, and to our parish community at the western end of Larbert, and
beyond.
The year end balances in the Formal Accounts speak both to the inflow
and the costs incurred over the years:2012
£87,045
2017
£90,209
2013
£60,144
2018
£67,984
2014
£82,790
2019
£77,799
2015
£56,260
2020
£76,411
2016
£13,089
2021
£79,401
I am to retire as Treasurer when the 2021 Accounts have been finalised
and filed with the appropriate authorities. I commend to the Kirk Session
and membership Mrs. Joanna Stevenson as our new Treasurer for 2022
forwards.

It has been my privilege to be the recorder/reporter of this provision and
expenditure since the autumn of 2013 and the demission of the Rev.
Andrew Randall. My strapline of ”The Kirk aye needs money” is of course
true each year, but money is only a tool to be used, to be used to further
the ministry of Larbert Old Church.
The money comes from the 330 members, and local people who stayed
with Larbert Old, and the real privilege for me has been to see, to talk and
to work with the people of God in Larbert Old as they have been moved to
give. Please, if you are one of our “sleeping
members” who were not able or chose not to
make a financial provision for your kirk’s ministry
last year, give serious thought to, and act upon
the vows you took when you became a member
of Larbert Old. Please, if you are already giving,
if you can, review your commitment in 2022 and
increase your giving to the work of the Lord in
Larbert Old Church.

COMMUNION ROLL
At the present time there are 229 on the Communion Roll. Sadly, since
my last update seven of our members have been called to Higher Service.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of the following:Mr Roy Smith
Mrs Ann Cameron
Mrs Beth Page
Mrs Eleanor Thomson
Mrs Isobel Paterson
Mrs Georgina Dawson
Mrs Helen Taylor

Mr and Mrs Hugh Drummond are now resident in Australia and so have
been removed by Resolution of the Kirk Session.

Mary Petrie (Roll Keeper)

2nd LARBERT BOYS’ BRIGADE
Dear Friends
When I last wrote in the September edition of the Bulletin, we had just
started back with normal parade nights, having had to cancel various other
activities including camp because of Covid. Well, now in January 2022
we are still having to face the same challenges but with different strains of
the virus.
In November 2021, I attended a training course at Carronvale where there
was considerable emphasis on a Boys’ Brigade officer being flexible and
able to react to changing circumstances. If there is a gold badge for that,
then all our staff and boys should be recipients. We have changed
arrangements, cancelled meetings, and had to think on our feet on so
many occasions. What is so pleasing is that the staff do so willingly, and
the boys understand our predicament and accept it for what it is.
However, let us not dwell on the negatives rather look to the positives. On
19th November, we managed to hold our sponsored 24-hour Games
Marathon. It was a great success boosting the late evening local economy
with orders of pizza, McDonalds and curry. You name it, they ate it!! We
hold this event every two years with the Company section boys choosing
the charity and sharing the proceeds between the two. The “rule” is if a
boy wants to nominate a charity, they must talk about it and then there is
a vote. All very democratic. This year’s charities put forward included
Guide Dogs for the Blind, WaterAid, Kidney Kids, Cancer Research and
the Scott Martin Foundation, the latter being the chosen charity. The
Foundation is named after a local boy who took his life at the start of the
2021. He was a talented footballer and boxer. The aim of
the foundation is to prevent youth suicide, to educate and
enable people to support mental health. To raise
awareness, provide care and support and focus through
private counselling, exercise and boxing. To date a
magnificent £1,315 has been raised from the Marathon.
The other piece of good news is that having just completed the Company’s
annual statistical return, we have registered 10 more boys than last year.
In a time of a pandemic to increase numbers is very positive and perhaps
indicates the value of the Boys’ Brigade to young people. The staff
numbers have remained the same at 14. Sadly, some have moved on, but
new people have taken their place, even my son has returned to “active
duty” having returned home from living in Stoke-on-Trent.

Another success is our Anchor section. At the start of the session, we
looked as if we might have only 3 boys. A bit of advertising and lots of chat
between the mums at the school gates and we are up to 13. Indeed, at
one stage I had to ask Lynne how many boys she could comfortably
accommodate in the upstairs hall. This section is the lifeblood of any
company, so it is great to see it doing so well. This session saw Leigh
Betts join the Anchor section staff so we now have three ladies and two
Queen’s Badge boys working with the Anchors providing an innovative
and fun programme.
Inevitably all Battalion competitions have been cancelled but with new and
exciting programme material the boys have been focusing on that and
what is new and fresh keeps their interest. Looking to the end of the
session, we should hopefully have 8 Queen’s Men, another 2 entering
their second year and 5 President’s Men. It is great to see these young
men progress through the Boys’ Brigade. I mention Queen’s Badges with
a certain amount of trepidation as for those who were in church one
Sunday, I managed to try to present a Queen’s badge without actually
having the badge, which was sitting on the kitchen table at home! The
jokers of the Company are still ribbing me with things like “hey Sir will you
have the badges when it is our turn to receive them?” Also. “Sir have you
recorded your mistake in your B.B. book of sayings and happenings?”. All
done in good grace. I should be thankful that the older boys feel that they
can have a laugh with me and think they can get away with it by starting
every sentence with “Sir”!!!
So, there you have it. The Company is in good heart and still fulfilling the
objectives of the Boys’ Brigade in difficult circumstances and with a smile
on their faces. What could be better?
Brian

PASTORAL CARE
In 2014 Rev. John Brown asked me to set up a Pastoral
Care Team – something Larbert Old Church had not had
(at least as far as memory goes). This I did, the team
being Elizabeth Burden, Cathie Cheape, Jennifer Cowie, Mary Kane,
Ronnie Laing, Elma Stevenson and Mary Tait.
Elders were invited to suggest anyone they thought might benefit from and
like extra contact in some way. A number of links were made with the
more elderly and often housebound members of the church, and contact
maintained. Members in twelve different residential Care Homes were
regularly visited over the years.
On 12th December 2014 we gathered people together for an informal
Communion - mainly people who could not manage to attend church,
including two in wheelchairs, transport being provided by members of the
church. After Communion we had an afternoon tea. In total we had nine
afternoon teas between December 2014 and December 2019. The first
five started with Communion. In May 2019 we were joined for tea by
residents from Caledonian and Burnbrae Care Homes, and we were twice
entertained by children from the Village School. In August 2017 and May
2018, 24 people on each occasion went for a ‘cruise’ with the Seagull
Trust, when there was more chatting than looking at the view!
Sadly, having continued throughout the ministries with the support of John
Brown, Helen Cook and Iain Scoular the activities of the Group had to end
as the restrictions of COVID took over. Future possibilities are difficult to
foresee.
As always, pastoral care is led by the Minister, and we should all be
encouraged to share with him and our elder any concerns we may have
for ourselves and others.
Thanks to donations received, flowers will continue to be taken to people
in their homes as they experience difficult times.
Please contact the Minister, your elder or myself with any concerns or
difficulties.
Joy Simpson
Tel: 01324 562195
Locum Minister Mr Iain Scoular
Tel: 07717131596

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998
Retention of Membership Information- Fair Collection Notice
The Kirk Session of Larbert Old Church will use the personal details which
members have provided to us for the purpose of administration in
connection with their membership of the Church of Scotland in
accordance with the decisions of Session and within the constraints laid
down by the Acts and Regulations of General Assembly. Such
information will not be given to anyone outside the structures of the
Church of Scotland without permission.
The expression ‘members’ includes past and present members together
with those persons, not being full members, who have indicated their wish
to be associated with the activities of this Congregation. Minimal
information may also be included in respect of the immediate family of
members.
These personal details include personal identifiers such as names,
addresses, telephone numbers, email addresses and dates of adding to
or removing from the Communion roll or any Supplementary Roll and may
also include information regarding Givings. Some additional information
may be held for the purposes of Safeguarding legislation. If a member
wishes, for good reason, that some information remains confidential, they
have a right to request that we preserve such confidentiality, provided that
we are able to maintain contact with them through normal channels.
It is possible that some data held for pastoral purposes by the Minister or
Elders falls into the category of sensitive data as defined in the Act. We
will use this data only for the purpose of the Kirk Session’s pastoral
oversight of the members of the Congregation and will destroy it when our
purpose with it has been served.
All information held by us is governed by the security, confidentiality and
other Principles of Data Protection contained in the Act and members
have the right under the Act to apply for a copy of their personal
information and to have any inaccuracies corrected.
On behalf of the Kirk Session.

British Hedgehog Preservation Society/Peoples’
Trust for Endangered Species.
We received the attached article on behalf of the British Hedgehog
Preservation Society/Peoples’ Trust for Endangered Species from Morag
Grant who lives in Falkirk.
How long is it since you last saw a hedgehog? The UK has lost a third of
its population since 2000, and their numbers are declining as fast as tigers
in the wild. They are now officially classed as vulnerable to extinction in
the IUCN’s Red List for British Mammals. There are many reasons and it's
sad to think that, for future generations, such a fate would make this lovely,
prickly God’s creature only a character in storybooks. Here are some
simple tips to help them.
Link your garden with a Hedgehog Highway.
Hedgehogs travel between 1-2 km a night
searching for food and a mate. Leaving a small
gap in your fence the size of a CD case will let
hedgehogs through but be
too
small
for
pets.
BHPT/PTES sell snazzy little recyclable Hedgehog
Highway signs, for a few pounds. Ask your neighbours
to do the same!
Create a wild corner in your garden so they can snuffle around for insects.
Tidy up netting and litter which can trap hedgehogs due to their spines.
Even rubber bands dropped by the postie can become embedded in their
skin, causing a slow, painful death.
Put out food and water. You can supplement their
diet with wet dog or cat food (preferably not fish
based). No bread, milk or mealworms, which are all
extremely bad for them. For those who are into
simple DIY you can make a feeding station to stop
other animals having a free supper - details on the
BHPS website/YouTube
Stop using chemicals especially slug pellets. Hedgehogs are a gardener’s
best friend as they eat slugs as well as many other beasties which would
otherwise be devouring your prize flowers and vegetables.

Check before mowing or strimming. Hedgehogs often sleep in long grass
or hedges during daytime and won't run away if they hear a mower,
resulting in horrific injuries or death. Use gloves to move a single hog to
safety. If there's a family, call the BHPS for advice on 01584 890801, the
SSPCA on 0300 999 999 or Google to find your local Hedgehog Rescue.
Be careful with bonfires or simply burning leaves. Piles of debris are
irresistible to a hedgehog looking for somewhere to hibernate or nest –
build it on the day of burning to avoid a tragic end, or if you have to build
it before then check carefully with a pole or broom, not a spade or fork.
They are usually in the centre.
Make a home for hedgehogs. A log pile is one of the best features for
encouraging all kinds of wildlife, and easy to make. It will encourage
insects and provide nesting opportunities all year around. Alternatively,
you can make your own hedgehog house – download instructions from
the BHPS website.
Keep an eye out for hedgehogs when driving at night, & let it get over the
road safely if you see one. If you see it too late try to steer so it will pass
under the middle of the car where it is least likely to be harmed.
Make your pond safe. Hedgehogs are adept swimmers but if they can’t
climb out of steep-sided ponds or pools they will drown. Use a pile of large
stones or piece of wood to create a simple ramp.
Record hedgehog sightings, including dead ones, on The Big Hedgehog
Map website. This is important in building up a picture of where they are
most active & how we can encourage local populations. A hedgehog seen
during the day is usually in need of help & you should contact one of the
organisations above. If you’d like to do more, you can become a
Hedgehog Champion by registering on the Hedgehog Street website,
where you can find lots of resources to make your gardens,
neighbourhood and Parish, hedgehog-friendly zones.
Moira Grant
Falkirk

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING
AROUND THE GROUNDS

Over the past year the grounds have continued to be maintained, with
some extra tidying up jobs being undertaken in the glorious sunshine we
had in the summer. You may not have noticed but the area outside the
large window to the halls has been transformed. This was needing
repaired due to the plastic membrane having failed and grass had grown
over the area.
This has now all been repaired with a new membrane and a new brick
edging has been inserted along with red chips around the edges.

Before

After

The purchase of a leaf blower has enabled the lower car park to be kept
free of leaves and twigs. The bushes between the large front lawn and
the cottage have been trimmed back and general trimming, pruning and
upkeep continues.

COMMUNION SUNDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 11am

The first Communion for 2022 will be on Sunday 6th February with the
service starting at 11am. Our retiring offering at this service will be for
‘Edinburgh Direct Aid’.
Who is Edinburgh Direct Aid? They have been set up to deliver aid to
people in desperate need in faraway places and is an all-volunteer charity,
no-one is paid except local staff in destination countries, and they deliver
aid and a hand of friendship in person.
The projects they have been involved in include Solar Power to pump
water for crops, houses and camps in Arsal in Lebanon, aid to Syrian
refugees, a Special Needs Centre in Balsam, building, organising,
supporting and staffing schools, helping the displaced in Idlib, these are
just a few examples of their work.
Following the nitrate fertiliser explosion in Beirut Port in August 2020 a
team of Syrian refugees, trained by EDA and Green Helmets went to help
by replacing windows and doors so that those made homeless from the
explosion could return to their homes as soon as possible. By the time the
EDA refugee team returned some 4 months later they had installed 2,800
windows and doors.
If you would like to help further donations can be made via the retiring
offering on the 6th February or by sending a cheque:Edinburgh Direct Aid and post them to 29 Starbank Road,
EdinburghEH53BY, or go to the website
www.edinburghdirectaid.org/donations, or by phone to 01315521545.

What’s on
In our Church
Our halls are really busy - please see the groups that run during the
week and contact them through their own Facebook page, website, or
direct message us on larbertoldcontact@gmail.com and we’ll help you
get in touch

YOUTH
Monday and Wednesday 9:30am – 11:30am – Playgroup
Tuesday 7pm – 9pm – NYCOS
Wednesday Evening – Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
Thursday 9:30am – 11:30am – Mother and Toddlers
Friday Evenings – Boys’ Brigade Anchors, Junior, and Company Section
Saturday Mornings – High School Math Tutoring

FITNESS GROUPS
Monday 7pm – 8pm Charley Masterton Yoga
Tuesday 10:30am – 11:30am – Physioled Pilates
Tuesday 6:30pm – 7:15pm Pi-Yo with KMac Fitness
Tuesday 7:30pm – 9:30pm – D and E Dancing

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Thursday Evening 7:30pm – 9:30pm – Auchenbowie Ladies Group
(every second week )
Thursday Evening – Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday 7:30am – 10:30am – Slimming World

Thank you to everyone who helped make both the
Blythswood Care Shoe Box Appeal 2021 and the Gift
Giving Service such a huge success. Our boxes went to
help vulnerable communities across to Albania,
Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, Serbia
and Ukraine. We collected over 80 boxes.

Your donations of over 100 gifts that were brought
over the three weeks leading up to Christmas were
donated
to
KLSB
–
Kinnaird,
Larbert,
Stenhousemuir and Bothkennar Community Group.
They were so grateful, and these gifts were
distributed to families within our community to help
those less fortunate.

DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATED AT THE FRONT
DOOR OF THE HALLS

You may not know but attached to the wall at the front door of the halls
we have a defibrillator. The funds were generously donated early last year
by Larbert RoundTable, their donation funded not only a defibrillator but
also the all-weather heated cabinet allowing the defibrillator to always be
accessible. How do you use it? By dialling 999 the code to open the
cabinet is given and the Emergency Services will take through each step.
Why do you have to call 999 – not only to receive the code to open the
cabinet but also to let the administrator of our defibrillator know the cabinet
has been opened and to replace all pads and check battery and attached
equipment. Has ours been used? We have received a notification that
indeed the location of the defibrillator had been requested, thankfully the
cabinet and equipment were not needed on that occasion.
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Place on fold of paper
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